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the Glaser Collection in the Hoyal Library, Berlin* 

dated A. H. 1081. 
Ij. fob 53 [b] 1. 8 to foL 74 [b] 1. 28. of nr. 433 of the 

T^andherg Collection iri the same library, about 

A. .H 1100. 
M. fol. 167, L 6 to fol. 234 [b] 1, 12 of Or* 3772* 

[British* Museum, dated A. U, 11 10. 
W,* Or. 4021 , in the same library, is a copy of tho 

original work („»U- jN j*r f without the commentary, 
dated A. LI. 853. 
P. fol. 30 f b ] 1. S to fol, 55 [b] 1. 5. in the Public 
Ijibbrary, Patna , dated A. H. 105 5. 

Tho Second Part will comprise a translation of the 
text, with introduction and notes, 

I desire hero to express my warmest than tea t > Pro- 
fessor T. W\ Rhys Davids, who made it possible for mo to 
collate MSS. G. and Lj, by procuring tho loan of thorn to 
the Royal Asiatic Society from the Director of the Royal 
Library, Berlin. 

"For the priutin*^ of thin book, 1 am indebted to tho 
liber ali ry of the Oovernment of II. El\ the JN'izam ot" 
Haidarubad, Dakhun, ami the kind ottices ot Nuwab Imadu-d 
Davrhui l.mudu4 Mulk Miwlawl Setyyhl Ifusuyn Bilgrami*- 



fbjefacb: 

The aatbor of the work from which the following ex- 
tract ia taken was one of the* rnoBfc learned of the Z«ydi 
Imams, by name Al Mahdi lidin A hmad b. Yuhya b. al 
Murtada. Born in A. H. 764, l?e was proclaimed Imam 
A. H. 79?, but in the subsequent jpear was deposeu and 
east into prison in Sau'ti, where he remained in captivity 
till A. H. 801. He died of the plague in 840. 

"He was a voluminous writer, and anion s* the works 
that issued from his pen was a full exposition of Zuydilaw,* 
entitled jU-Jfty* 1 b He claims for it that it will impart to 
any one who thoroughly masters its contents, all the know- 
ledge he require** t** become a muj tabid. The body of the* 
wot k ia preceded by a theological introduction in eleven 

books, th« first of which in J^Hj J.JU wlx^~ . The .author 

afterwards himself wrote an extensive commentary to this 
titiodut- ioij, entitled 

jWjt^M w^V* *W^i ^u^y* c^'jUIj j83y» ^y* 

hitch section of thin commentary bears a distinct title, the 

lii At bem- J~^ J&$\ c-Ao^ y£> <£ J*V^ i ; -U *_>UjT 

Ft is from this commentary, ( which is interwoven with 
t *n* fvi.inal text in a inannor fund liar to the stuflent of 
Aiabie literature), that the following pages have been ex- 
tra et-ed. 

The text, liow printed for the fir.-t tim*\ has been pre- 
p*tte<l from the co ft at ion of the following M»S»S.: 

H. fob 3« fb] L 10 to fob 53 L 13. of Or. 3937, British 

Museum, Ijondoii, (written apparently iu the J£th. 

century.) 
Q. tol. 82 fbl 1. A -to lo*. 116 fb] 1. 10 ofnr. t©"8 o£ 
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